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INTRODUCTION: 

   The 84th Refresher Course in Experimental Physics sponsored by the three National Science 

Academies and the St. Philomena’s College (Autonomous), Mysore, was held in the college Post 

Graduate Centre from February 14 to March 1, 2017.   Prof. R.Srinivasan was the Course Director 

and Prof. D. Revannasiddaiah was the course Coordinator. 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

   From the applications received thirty two participants were selected for the course.   Out of these 

twelve were from out of station.   There were participants from Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 

Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan.   Six selected participants were students.   At the start of the course 

31 out of the 32 selected participants registered for the course.   At the suggestion of Prof. 

R.Srinivasan, a M.Sc student from St Philomena’s college was also admitted to the course, making 

the total number 32.   The list of participants in the course is given in Appendix 1. 

RESOURCE PERSONS FOR THE COURSE 

   The following were the resource persons for the course: 

1.   Prof. K.R. Priolkar  

2.   Prof. Sadique 

3.   Prof. DeSa 

4. Sri Manohar Nayak 

5.  Dr. T.G. Ramesh 

6. Prof. R.Srinivasan 

The first four were from Goa and were associated with Prof. R.Srinivasan in the very first course held 

in Goa University in 2001. 

TIME TABLE 

   The time table for the course was drafted by Prof. R.Srinivasan and is appended in Appendix II.   As 

usual the first four days were devoted for lectures on the experiments.   Seventeen sessions starting 

from the fifth day of the course were devoted to experiments. 

LAB  AND LECTURE HALL ARRANGEMENTS 

   The lectures were held in a spacious hall provided with power point projection and loud speaker 

facilities.   The lab sessions were held in a spacious hall on the first floor.   The arrangements for the 

conduct of the lectures and laboratory sessions were excellent. 



   Prof. R. Srinivasan set up all the experiments in the laboratory starting from 8th February.   The 

experiments were spot tested.   All experiments worked well. 

   A detailed manual for the experiments as well as the time table for the course was given to all 

participants at the time of registration.   Each participants was also gifted with the following three 

books: 

1. Solid State Physics by A.J. Dekker 

2.  Introduction to Quantum Mechanics by D. Griffiths 

3.  Nanoscience and Nanotechnology - Fundamentals by M.S. Ramachandra Rao 

and Shubra Singh, Wiley India 

INAUGURATION 

   The inauguration was held in the lecture hall on February 14 at 10 AM.   Prof. P. Venkataramaiah , 

for mer Vice-chancellor of KUVEMPU university was the chief guest.   Dr. T.D. Mahabaleswar from 

the Indian Academy of Sciences also participated in the function.  Prof. Revanasiddaiah welcomed 

the audience, gave an introduction to the program and invited the chief guest to deliver his address.  

Prof. Venkataramaiah stressed on the importance of experiments in Physics in his inaugural address.   

Dr Mahabaleswar informed the audience of the various Science Academy programs in education.   

Prof. R.Srinivasan talked about the details of the program.   Fr. Leslie Moras of the St Philomena’s 

College expressed his pleasure at having such a program in St Philomena’s College and hoped that 

the participants will benefit from this program,   Prof. Krishna Gowda, Principal of the College, also 

welcomed the participants and thanked the Academy for agreeing to hold the program in the 

college.   The program concluded with a formal vote of thanks. 

SPECIAL LECTURES 

   Apart from the regular lectures about the experiments, there were two special lectures.   Prof. 

R.Nagarajan from the Mumbai University – TIFR Centre for Excellence in Basic Sciences gave a talk on 

17th February on the use of EXPEYES to carry out simple but educative experiments in Physics.   This 

talk was very stimulating and drew appreciative comments from the participants.   On February 28th, 

in celebration of the National Science day, Dr C.S. Sundar gave a talk on Raman Scattering.   Besides 

the participants, students from the Physics department of the college also attended the lecture.   

Starting from the discovery of the Raman Effect in 1928, Dr Sundar traced the developments in 

improved techniques for Raman Scattering studies and the wide range of applications of Raman 

Effect.   The talk was very educative and was highly appreciated. 

FELICITATION FUNCTION FOR PROF. R.SRINIVASAN 

   This was the last course to be directed by Prof. R.Srinivasan.   Future courses wil be directed by Dr 

C.S. Sundar.   A function was organized by the Indian Academy of Sciences on the afternoon of 

February 28th to felicitate Prof. Srinivasan on his contribution to development of the Refresher 

Course in Experimental Physics.   Dr Mahabaleswar from the Academy attended the function.   Prof. 

Sadiq, Prof. DeSa from the Goa university, Dr T.G. Ramesh, Dr. Sundar and Dr mahabaleswar made 

laudatory comments on Prof. Srinivasan’s contribution and presented him gifts in appreciation of his 

efforts.   Prof. Srinivasan thanked the Academy and the colleagues from Goa for their unstinted 

support for this program. 



 

VALEDICTORY FUNCTION 

   The valedictory function was held on 1 March at 11 AM in the lecture hall.   Father Leslie Moras, 

Prof. Krishna Gowda from St. Stephen’s college, Dr Mahabaleswar and Dr Sundar from the Indian 

Academy of Sciences were present.   Prof. Krishna Gowda was retiring after many years of glorious 

service to the college as Principal.   The Department of Physics felicitated him on this occasion. 

   Three participants spoke about the course and made laudatory comments about the experiments.   

This was followed by a short address by Father Leslie Moras hoping that the participants will put in 

use in their colleges some of the experiments they did in the course.   Certifictaes were distributed 

to the participants by Father Leslie Mora, Dr Mahabaleswar, Prof. Srinivasan and Dr Sundar.   The 

function came to a close with a formal vote of thanks.  


